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It's not as easy as it seems to build a complete PC for $500. Sure, if 
you want to hit eBay or shop in the "discontinued, circa 2001 parts" 
section of some online store, you can do it easily. But we're trying to 
build a relatively modern PC with new components here. As you can 
see from the chart below, we didn't quite make it. This is primarily 
because, even in a PC this cheap, we decided to go with a discrete 
graphics card rather than integrated video.  

The last time we built a system similar to this, it was a mini-ITX system 
almost a year ago. That system weighed in at $498 without Windows, 
and while our new system is far from cutting edge, it's certainly much 
faster. We opted for the cheapest reliable micro-ATX motherboard we 
could find, built around the nForce2 Ultra 400 chipset. The Chaintech 
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board we ended up with is a great deal, but lacks integrated video, so 
we had to supplement it with a 64MB Radeon 7000. This pushed us 
over our $500 goal, but only by $19, and it provides a clean upgrade 
path for higher-end CPUs and video cards.  
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